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9th International Conference on Information Technology:
New Generations (ITNG 2011)

April 11-13, 2011, Las Vegas, Nevada, USA

Reported by Dr.Wajee Chookittikul
School of Information Technology Phetchaburi Rajabhat University

About the Conference

Here is how the conference positions itself in the academic world. “The International Conference on Information Technol-
ogy - New Generations (ITNG) is an annual event focusing on state of the art technologies pertaining to digital information and com-
munications. The applications of advanced information technology to such domains as
astronomy, biology, education, geosciences, security and health care are among topics
of relevance to ITNG. Visionary ideas, theoretical and experimental results, as well as
prototypes, designs, and tools that help the information readily ow to the user are of
special interest. High Performance Computing, Computing Architectures, and Innovative
Methods of Computing are examples of the related topics. The conference features
keynote speakers, the best student award, poster award, service award and a technical
open panel, and workshops/exhibits from industry, government and academia.” (http://
itng.info/)

| attended this conference with 6 objectives in mind: 1) to share two of my
research results: the rst conducted collaboratively with Assoc. Prof. Dr. Peter Maher
and Prof. Dr. Janet Kourik from Webster University USA, and the second with active
participation from the Cyber students from SCAAT, 2) to become updated on current
trends in US computer science (CS) and IT education, 3) to re-connect with participants from other countries, 4) to conrm that the
international and/or English curriculum offered by SCAAT are in line with current and future industry needs, 5) to advertise SCAAT

Oral Presentation Session

programs and PBRU to the conference participants, and 6) acquire details on new strategies in delivering CS classes and/or labs.

General Atmosphere

ITNG 2011 welcomed participants from 37 countries. A total of 177
articles were accepted as regular papers and 30 were accepted as posters/ab-
stracts. The overall acceptance rate was 28%.

The conference featured keynote speakers on Monday and Tuesday. The
participant presentations for Monday and Tuesday were organized in 3 meeting
rooms simultaneously, facilitating a total of 12 sessions each day. Two parallel
sessions continued on Wednesday. Poster presentations were scheduled for the

morning and afternoon of the rst two days. The award ceremony, conference

o N reception and banquet were scheduled for Tuesday evening.
Presentation Poster
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Personal Observation

* Object-Oriented technology is the most popular choice for software development in computer science and IT research
in terms of design, implementation, and deployment

» Papers focusing on improving software development technigques involved a signicant degree of mathematics.

« When conducting computer science and IT related research with a third party, organizations with less than 50 employees
were the most popular choice.

* Large scale research. mostly presented by participants from Europe, focuses mainly on either Al (articial intelligence) or
the Maobile platform.

* One common benet for all the research projects presented at the conference is to increase computer science student
enrollment,

# Research units at each department or university. especially in Spain and the US, are formed by faculty with the same
interest(s); they do not necessarily have brick-and-mortar ofces for a particular research group.

* Most researchers and acadermics agree that mobile computing represents a major new trend over the next 3-4 years
C++ and Java are “the” languages for the computer science and IT community (US, Europe. China markets).

* There was no other Thai participant at the conference,

» There were some company showcases at the conference about their IT products and services.
Some specic details are 1) pseudocode is the major tool for representing all programming logic, 2) operating systems and algorithms
classes are considered the upper level courses, 3) mobile programming is regularly being introduced in Computer Science | (rst
year students), 4) a focus on programming logic before actual programming is commonplace across all computer science curricula
and appreciated by both faculty and industry personnel, and 5) discrete mathematics is necessary for computer science students,

especially graph theory, pipelining, and concurrent processes.

Action Plans for PBRU
1) Visiting Faculty Regulations

While presenting a poster on Reducing the Gap between Academia and Industry: The Case for
Agile Methods in Thailand. a professor from Wollongong University, Australia showed his interest in a
visiting faculty position at SCAAT for our cyber security program. His commaent was "My disaster course
was canned: the department didn't know how important the course was. | have worked many years with
industry on this issues, it is d* important”™.

While listening to one of the Al presentations. | approached the professor asking if he could
share his presentation materials in order to use in one of my Al lectures. His response was that he would
be more than happy to visit the university and share the experience. His research is a ‘new’ idea for Al
implementation (supported by the Spanish government — Department of Innovation). therefore, no specic
textbook was mentioned. He will publish the same topic in more detail elsewhere in May.

+ Do we have any regulations on inviting visiting faculty for a 1-course lecture spread over 2-4
weeks?

Discussed with Dr.Feter W # What will be the compensation, accommodation, airfare, and local transportation stipend to
From Australia those visiting faculty?

2) Actual cost funding

The majority of premier international conferences start their registration fee at
approximately $800. In order to attend these conferences, PBRU faculty will surely pay
out of their own pocket to attend the conference since actual expenses would include
airfare, hotel, and transportation during the 3-4 days of the conference.

» |t would be appropriate that each faculty would receive the funding per aca-
demic or scal year to cover the actual cost for one conference. For other conferences
attended within the same academic or scal year, the university then supports only as
stated in the current regulations.

| strongly believe that faculty would love to attend premier conferences to
broaden, update. and share academic knowledge among peers. Funding to support
such opportunities each year would be a great reward for them. Moreover, students will
eventually leam the ‘fresh’ knowledge from those faculty in and out of the classroom
environment,

4. Benets to SCAAT Students

Information gained from ITNG 2011 for SCAAT students would be use-
ful for those who are interested in the non-Thai computer science/IT industry. |
strongly believe that select students should be given opportunities by PBRU to
participate in the international conferences abroad. It is an efcient way to expose
them to professional experiences from many countries in just a few days. The se-
lect students attending the conferences would then certainly have great potential = i
to share knowledge they receive among friends and communities, thereby gaining Media Coverage at the Conference
PBRU a strategic position in this region.
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